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SCULPTURES BY JOAN MIRO 
ON EXHIBIT AT CLEVELAND 

A special exhibition of Miro sculpture, encompassing virtually his entire 
production, opens at The Cleveland Museum of Art on February 2 and will remain 
on view until March 12. The exhibition was organized by Dean Swanson, Chief 
Curator at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis. The ninety works of art were 
completed between the 1940' s and the present time and have been lent by Galleries, 
Museums and private collectors in America and Europe. 

Joan Miro was born in Barcelona, Spain in 1893. After studying there, he 
moved to France and settled in Paris among a group of Cubist and Dada-ist painters. 
Soon he became a leading surrealist, incorporating intense colors and organic 
forms into his paintings. Yet throughout his long career, he has done relatively 
few three-dimensional works. He completed several relief constructions in 1928-29 
and began making ceramics in 1944. This led to the creation of two ceramic wail 
murals for the UNESCO building in Paris and subsequently others, including one 
for the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York. During the 1950' s, he made a few 
small sculpture assemblages, using a variety of unlikely materials. It was not 
'^'^til 1967, however, that sculpture became a significant, even major aspect of 
his work. 

The objects in the exhibition range in height from 4-1/2 inches to over 
10 feet. All works are cast bronze, with the exception of two unique assemblages 
wiiich Miro made in 1950 from bits of scrap metal, gourds and bone. Most of the 
smaller sculptures are cast in bronze from common, recognizable objects --water 


glass^ egg carton, pretzel, napkin, toys, machinery parts. In many cases, the 

objects are based on small objects which have been enlarged many times their 
size by means of plaster molds, then reworked by the artist before being cast in 
bronze . 

Jacques Dupin, in his 1970 essay, "Miro as Sculptor", has cogently described 
the artist's attitude toward his work. Dupin says: "From one work to the next, 
the same objects change meaning and purpose.... These are rare combinations with 
grotesque or poetic associations, suggesting the mischief and cruelty of children 
or the gods.... For Miro, sculpture is an intrinsic adventure." 

Admission to the exhibition will be $1.00 for adults and 50 cents for students 
and those under eighteen; Museum members will be admitted free. The exhibition 
will also be on display at The Art Institute of Chicago from April 15 to May 28. 



